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SUBJECT: MUNICIPALITY ORGANIZES DEMONSTRATION OVER INELATION 

1. MAYOR PAPADOPOULOS AND THE LEFTIST MEMBERS OE THE 
THESSALONIKI CITY COUNCIL ORGANIZED A DEMONSTRATION, 

JANUARY 26, TO PROTEST THE RISING COST OF LIVING. 

THOUSANDS ATTENDED THE MEETING HELD OUTSIDE THE 
MAYOR'S OEFICE AND HEARD HIM, AS PRINCIPAL SPEAKER, 

ALLEGE THAT REAL WAGES ARE DECREASING, LARGE MONOPOLIES 
ARE CONTROLLING CERTAIN INDUSTRIES, EOREIGN COMPANIES 
ARE TAKING OVER OTHER INDUSTRIES, AND THE STATE MONOPOLIES 
(OTE, PPC, ETC.) ARE SURPRESSING THE CONSUMER. THE 
GATHERING APPROVED A RESOLUTION DEMANDING A 30 PERCENT 
INCREASE IN DAILY WAGES, THAT PENSIONS BE INCREASED TO 

80 PERCENT OE SALARIES, AND THAT WAGES AND PENSIONS BE 
TIED TO THE COST-OE-LIVING INDEX TO PROVIDE EOR 
AUTOMATIC INCREASES EOR INELATION. 

2. PAPADOPOULOS HAS SEIZED THE COST-OE-LIVING ISSUE 
AS HE HAS OTHERS SUCH AS INDUSTRIAL POLLUTION TO 

ATTACK THE CARAMANLIS GOVERNMENT AND ATTEMPT TO INCREASE 
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THE IMPORTANCE AND POWER OF HIS OFFICE VIS-A-VIS THE 
LOCAL NOMARCH. AN INCREASE IN SELE-GOVERNMENT IS WHAT 
HE IS REALLY AFTER AND BY CHAMPIONING POPULAR ISSUES 
WHICH PUT THE GOG ON THE DEEENSIVE HE HAS HAD SOME 
SUCCESS IN INCREASING HIS OWN STATURE LOCALLY. 

RECENTLY, THE NOMARCH ACQUIESCED IN THE ESTABLISHMENT 
OE JOINT COMMITTEE CHAIRED BY HIMSELE AND THE MAYOR 
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TO DISCUSS MUNICIPAL ISSUES. IT IS UNLIKELY, HOWEVER, THAT 
ANY OF PAPADOPOULOS' EEFORTS WILL RESULT IN ANY 
GENUINE INCREASE IN LOCAL SELE-GOVERNMENT. WHAT HIS 
EEEORTS WILL DO IS HELP TO ORGANIZE AND ENHANCE 
PUBLIC DISCONTENT OVER BASIC ISSUES SUCH AS INELATION, 

WAGES, URBAN CONGESTION, AND POOR EDUCATIONAL 
EACILITIES TO THE EMBARRASSMENT OF THE GOG. 

ZACHARY 
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